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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to the Western Balkans
June 24, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication
stating that the Western Balkans emergency
is to continue in effect beyond June 26,
2008.

The crisis constituted by the actions of
persons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring,
or supporting (i) extremist violence in the
Republic of Macedonia and elsewhere in
the Western Balkans region, or (ii) acts ob-
structing implementation of the Dayton Ac-
cords in Bosnia or United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999,

in Kosovo, that led to the declaration of
a mnational emergency on June 26, 2001,
in Executive Order 13219 and to Executive
Order 13304 of May 28, 2003, has not been
resolved. The acts of extremist violence and
obstructionist activity outlined in Executive
Order 13219, as amended, are hostile to
U.S. interests and pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency declared with re-
spect to the Western Balkans and maintain
in force the comprehensive sanctions to re-
spond to this threat.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
June 24, 2008.

NotE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Jalal Talabani of Iraq

June 25, 2008

President Bush. It’s been my honor to
welcome a friend, President Talabani, back
to the Oval Office. He is the President
of a free Iraq. He is a man who’s been
on the frontlines of helping to unify Iraq
and to help Iraq recover from a brutal re-
gime, that of Saddam Hussein.

I complimented the President on the
progress that the Government has made.
I complimented the President on the fact
that as security has improved, he and his
fellow officials are reaching out to all as-
pects of society to help people realize the
blessings of a free life.

There’s still a lot of work to be done;
we recognize that. We talked of a variety
of subjects. We talked about a strategic
framework agreement that suits the Iraqi
Government. We talked about elections and
different laws that have been passed. I did
compliment the President on working hard
to see to it that the legislative session this
year has been very successful. We talked
about the fact that the economy’s improv-
ing and that the attitude of the people
there has improved immeasurably over the
years.
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